
    

Australian Manufacturing in a Changing World | Manufacturing Australia 1 

Media Release  
For immediate release  
1:00pm 29 September 2025  

 

AUSTRALIAN MANUFACTURERS DEMAND FAIR GAS PRICES TO SAVE 
JOBS AND INDUSTRY   

 

 
Manufacturing Australia has today launched a national campaign calling on the Federal Government to 
fix the broken east coast gas market and deliver fair gas prices for local industry.   

 
Australian manufacturers, being squeezed by some of the highest industrial gas prices in the world are calling 
for urgent reform, with Australia at dangerous risk of losing its industrial base and the opportunity to build a 
Future Made in Australia.   
   
Current pricing is threatening the viability of many local Industries and thousands of highly-skilled jobs.   
   
Gas plays a unique and essential role in both manufacturing and the energy transition. It is an essential 
feedstock for making fertilisers, plastics and chemicals, provides the high-temperature heat required for 
industrial processes like steelmaking, bricks, glass and other building materials - applications that 
electrification cannot currently replace.    
   
Gas also works alongside batteries and pumped hydro to back up and “firm” renewable electricity as 
Australia’s coal-fired generators retire. Without affordable and sufficient gas, Australia’s decarbonisation goals 
will stall, strategic industries will shut down, and the energy transition will be slower and more expensive.   
   
Despite being one of the world’s largest gas producers, Australia exports 75% of its gas - leaving local 
manufacturers paying up to three times more than competitors overseas. In 2024, Australian industry paid an 
average of A$10.30/GJ, compared to A$3.00/GJ in the US and A$2.20/GJ in Qatar.   
   
“Australia’s gas market is failing domestic customers and putting strategic industries like steel, fertiliser, 
building materials and food production at risk,” said Ben Eade, Chief Executive Officer of Manufacturing 
Australia.   
   
“This has been getting worse for years, but the time for serious reform has come. The Federal Government’s 
review of the gas market must deliver structural reform that ensures Australian gas is available for Australian 
consumers at prices that allow us to compete, decarbonise, invest and grow.”   
   
The campaign - Fair Gas Prices - warns that without action, Australia risks losing strategic industries along 
with a sovereign capability.    
   
Key recommendations include:    

• A national gas reservation scheme and export permit system to secure affordable gas for 
Australian industry   
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• A pricing mechanism to target delivered gas prices below A$10/GJ, to restore international 
competitiveness     

• A “net contributor test” for gas export projects to ensure developers maintain their 
commitments to supplying domestic customers.    

• Accelerated development of new gas fields and infrastructure in the Eastern states and 
Northern Territory     

• Government support for gas pipelines and storage, to ensure gas is available where and when 
it is needed   

   
Why it matters:   

• Jobs at risk: manufacturing jobs pay above-average wages and support regional economies     
• Energy transition stalled: gas is essential to firm renewables and cut industrial emissions     
• National security threatened: sovereign capability in steel, fertiliser and chemicals is critical   

 
The campaign features high-impact advertising across TV, radio, print, digital and outdoor, with messages like:   
   
“Australian gas prices are costing us our manufacturing.”     
“There is no ‘Future Made in Australia’ without gas.”     
“Let’s put Australians first.”   
   
Visit http://fairgasprices.org.au/ to learn more.   
   
Media inquiries: info@fairgasprices.org,au   
Vanessa Liell +61 418 662 168   
Georgina McGuinness +61 488 247 777   
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